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An Unquenchable Thirst 


Mary Claire Johnson 
followed Mother 
Theresa for 20 years 
in search of love, 
service, and an 


authentic life. 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Editor-in-Chief 


Mary Claire Johnson, author, 
teacher and public speaker, 
shared her experiences living and 
working in the Missionaries of 
Charity and discussed her book 
“An Unquenchable Thirst” on 
Nov. 16 at Northern Essex. 
Johnson spent 20 years as a sister 
with the Missionaries of Charity, 
a worldwide religious order start- 
ed by Mother Theresa in 1950, 
before she left in 1997. She left 
the order to return to the United 
States while talk of a position for 
her on the Chapter General, the 
ultimate governing body, had 
begun. Since then she has been 
named a Fellow of the 
MacDowell Colony and is on the 
board of A Room of Her Own 
Foundation (AROHO). 

AROHO, loosely named after 
Virginia Wolf's “A Room of 
One's Own” according to 
www.maryjohnson.co , is an 
organization started by Johnson 
and Darlene Chandler Basset. 


“One of the things I do a lot is 
work with the AROHO founda- 
tion,’ said Johnson. “It helps 
women writers and that's another 
of the ways that I think I find to 
be of service now, to help women 
tell their stories. That's something 
that's very important to me. The 
connection with AROHO is pret- 
ty strong because it was the fact 
that I wanted to write my book 
and I needed some help getting 
started.” 

Johnson got her start on writ- 
ing when she spent time at the 
MacDowell Colony. The 
MacDowell Colony, located in 
Peterborough, N.H., according to 
www.macdowellcolony.org, 
gives aspiring artists of the high- 
est caliber an ideal place with the 
company of stimulating peers, a 
space to create their work. In 
addition to Johnson, notables 
such as; Leonard Bernstein, 
American composer and 
Lawrence, Mass. native, Alice 
Walker of The Color Purple fame, 
and James Baldwin who wrote 
“Notes of a Native Son” have all 
taken time to create works at the 
MacDowell Colony. While she 
was there Johnson worked on her 
novel “An Unquenchable Thirst.” 

Before her visit at NECC we 
were able to talk by phone. Here 
are some of the topics we dis- 
cussed. 


Q: What is your 
“unquenchable thirst” for 
today? 


A: I don't know exactly if it's, 


unquenchable or not. I feel more 
quenched I suppose than I used 


to. I feel more content. I'm 
always looking for ways to live in 
the world...to experience the 
world as it is rather than through 
somebody else's lens. I'm very 
committed to working, to build 
community with people. I think 
that's really very important - to 
build connections and to help 
people understand each other. I'm 
in a unique position to help peo- 
ple who are religious and people 
who don't believe. I can help peo- 
ple understand each other better. 
Sometimes the communication 
between those two groups really 
doesn't happen too well. So, that's 
one of the things that I really 
want to try to help. 

Q: So you feel you can make 
a unique contribution in that 
area? 

A: I can, I think, because I've 
lived very fully in each of those 
worlds. I speak the language of 
both of those worlds. I know how 
to help people understand each 
other better. I think there's too 
much name calling, too much 
fear, too much just assuming that 
we're better and anyone who 
doesn't think like we do isn't 
thinking correctly - and just the 
devaluing of people who think 
differently, who believe different- 
ly, who act differently. If we can 
understand each other a little bet- 
ter I think there's good to be 
found everywhere. 

Q: Would you consider your 
education to be a major factor 
in transitioning successfully 
from your life in a religious 
order back to the American cul- 


ture after 20 years? 

A: I think the education part 
was essential. I went back and got 
my bachelor's degree. The profes- 
sors I had were so good and I was 
very lucky Lamar University, 
where I went back to school, had 
about 50 percent non-traditional 
students - older people, people 
who had experiences of different 
sorts, not just right out of high 
school. That made things more 
interesting and more comfortable 
for me. But being able to think 
about things more deeply and 
study the questions that were 
really important to me - this was 
very, very important to me. 

Q: Would you recommend 
an education for young women 
and men as being a vital factor 
in living an authentic life? 

A: I think education comes in 
many different ways. I think that 
colleges and universities and 
community colleges all provide 
essential services that way. Once 
you provide that basic education I 
think it is important to continue 
to educate yourself throughout 
life. I mean, that's one of the joys 
of life to be learning more and 
more all the time, to go deeper 
into the things that engage you, 
that interest you. Education is 
something that you can partici- 
pate in at every moment. I 
remember when I was in kinder- 
garten, and my kindergarten 
teacher told us, “Any day you 
don't learn something new is 
wasted.” Now all these years later 
I remember that and education is 
just ongoing in my life, and I 


think it is really important - truly. 
really - for everybody. 

Q: Do you think that not 
getting a typical education 
before you went into MC 
impacted your life there? 

A: Well my parents told me 
that I was too young to be making 
such a decision to join the sisters 
when I was 19, and in retrospect | 
think they were probably right. Ii 
I'd waited a little longer, and had 
a little bit more education, per- 
haps I would have made the same 
choice, perhaps I would have 
made a different choice but J 
would have done it from a place 
of more maturity. | would have 
been able to do it from a base of 
knowing more about the world as 
well. 

I think one thing that educa- 
tion also does is it helps you te 
think more for yourself anc 
believe less of what other people 
say just because they say it. | 
think that is very important. The 
MC just did not encourage you to 
questions anything, quite the con- 
trary. There was a big anti-intel- 
lectual streak that they had ané 
more education is good. 

Q: It took you ten years to 
write the book. Did you keep a 
journal during your time with 
MC? How were you able to 
reconstruct 20 years of your life 
into just over 500 pages? 

A: Yeah, well, at one point | 
had 1,000 pages. (After a while) 
you see what's really necessary 


Continued on Page 4 


Men’s basketball battles back to earn home win 


Kyle Davis leads 
second half charge, 
Knights win 73-68 


By MatTr GINGRAS 
Sports EDITOR 


The saying, “It’s not over 
until it’s over” is a sports cliché, 
but it was never more true than on 
Thursday night, when the 
Northern Essex Knights fought 
back from ten points behind to 
defeat the Massasoit Community 
College Warriors, 73-68. 

Entering the second half 
down just two points, the Knights 
quickly started falling behind. 
Massasoit’s 7-foot-1 center 
Andrew McCarthy, formerly a 
player on the UMASS Amherst 
basketball team, scored all ten of 
his points in the beginning min- 


utes of the second half. With 9:38 
left in the half and down by ten 
points, head coach Darren 
Stratton called a timeout. 

“The last time out, at the ten 
minute mark, I said basically, 
look, it’s on you guys. We have 
got to pick it up defensively. We 
need to have better offensive exe- 
cution,” Stratton said. “I think 
down the stretch, they executed 
greatly.” 

“This whole team looked at 
each other [during the timeout] 
and said ‘are we going to win this 
game, or what? Do we want this 
game, or what?’” said Kyle 
Davis. 

The result was a rejuvenated 
Knights team. Davis, who fin- 
ished the game with 21 points and 
11 rebounds, played tough, hard- 
nosed defense that Coach 
Stratton couldn’t help but praise. 
“Kyle was in perfect position, 
Stratton said. “I couldn’t ask for a 


better defensive effort than he 
gave tonight against McCarthy.” 

During the Knights come- 
back, Massasoit’s Andrew 
McCarthy missed a dunk during a 
wide-open breakaway. Stratton 
said that the play was an eye 
opener for the team. “It got us 
going, and I think we needed that 
to wake up. 

Thanks to individual efforts 
from Davis, Damian Lugay, 
Jarvis Castro and Franklin 
Martinez, the Knights filled the 
gap and took a lead with less than 
two minutes left in the game. 
They never surrendered that lead. 

Matt Sifferlen also attributed 
the timeout at 9:38 as a trigger 
point for shifting the momentum 
of the game. “A lot of us, we real- 
ly had our heads down, but Coach 
got us in to it,” Sifferlen said. 

Jarvis Castro spoke highly of 
the crowd in attendance. “We 
love playing with the crowd, 


ea 
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Darren Stratton (left) signals to Damian Lugay (right). 


man. It definitely keeps us 
going,” Castro said. “Our team- 
mates were even on the bench 
cheering. That’s what we need to 
keep us up.” 

Damian Lugay had a big all- 
around game for the Knights, 
scoring 15 points and dishing out 
5 assists. His five steals were also 
an important part of the game, 
with several coming during the 


Knights vicious comeback. 
Junior Veras had an 11 point per- 
formance, entering double-digit 
scoring for the first time this sea- 
son. Matt Sifferlen added 7 
points, while Ryan Freeman had 
seven rebounds off the bench to 
go along with his four points. 

The men’s basketball team 
comes home again Dec, 4. 
Admission is free. 
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“They have such refined and deli- 
cate palates 

That they can discover no one wor- 
thy of their ballots 

And when someone terrible gets 
elected 

They say, “There, that's just what I 
expected!” 

Excerpt from ‘Election Day Is a 
Holiday” by Ogden Nash, from 'The 
Pocket Book of Ogden Nash,’ 1962. 

(Federick) Ogden Nash (d. 1971) 
was an American poet, author and lyri- 
cist. Nash was known for his light and 
humorous verses, of which he wrote 
some 500 pieces filling 14 volumes. 

Now, please do not misunderstand. 
Our point is not to say that someone ter- 
rible has been elected. My point is, if 
you are not happy with the outcome of 
this election and you didn’t vote, we 
have no sympathy for you. Neither did 
Ogden Nash some 50 years ago. 

Hopefully you did vote in the elec- 
tion on November 6th. For many of 
you, this was the first time you were eli- 


The award-winning student newspaper 


gible to vote. Was it what you expected? 
Did you have to wait in any of the long 
lines reported throughout 
Massachusetts and other states to cast 
your ballot? If your candidate or ballot 
question didn’t get voted in, what are 
you going to do about it in the next four 
years until you get the opportunity to 
vote in a national election again? If they 
did, what are you going to do to help 
support them? 

Staying informed and_ getting 
involved on a local level is one way to 
leave your imprint on your community. 
Political news may not always make the 
front page now that elections are over, 
but it is always in the newspaper. 

Also within our pages are real life 
day-to-day issues that will you updated 
about the events that matter in your life. 

Jessica will give you hints on how to 
keep that winter weight off. Alex will 
show you how important it is to get 
involved in you NECC community. 
Michele will show you what is happen- 
ing here at NECC. Happy reading! 
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Issue Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 


#7 Dec. 5 
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How to submit to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters and articles from our readers. Letters 
and articles for publication may be submitted via email. All letters and articles 
must include your name and phone number for verification. Submissions 
should include Letter or Article to Editor in the subject line or risk not being 


received by the Observer email system. 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter or Article to the Editor in the subject line. 


Nov. 30 
Dec. 7 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


What are 
Tha 


YANLEY DOMINQUEZ 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 


“Staying home spending 
time with my family 
making dinner.” 


terviews and Photos 


JARVIS CASTRO 
BUSINESS 


“Big family feast.” 


EXERCISE SCIENCE 


“Staying home with my “Spending time with my 
immediate family.” 


And now, for the next four years... 


ou doing for 
giving: 


MELISSA GELINA AMY DICKINSON 
BUSINESS LIBERAL ARTS 

“Going to my grandmoth- “I’m working at 
ers to see family.” McDonalds on 
Thanksgiving.” 


Matt Gi as and Jessica P. 


LUKE REYNOLDS WIL ANDUJAR 


BUSINESS MANAGEMENT . 


family, wife, and kids.” 
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Avoid the snowman 
affect by following 


these simple steps. 


By JESSICA PALMER 
OPINION EDITOR 


Turkeys cooking, potatoes are 
boiling, and vegetables are being 
steamed. Families are gathering 
and sharing stories and goals for 
next year. Many of you know that 
weight loss is a resolution that 
most people take on to counter 
act the aftermath of the holidays. 
But why start then? Start now. 

There are many things you 
can do to help your jeans fit bet- 
ter during the holidays. It is all 
mind power -- the more control 
you have over your actions with 
food, the more successful you'll 


Winter Weight 


be. Start off by sticking with 
healthy liquids like water, tea and 
black coffee. I know that eggnog 
is looking good right now but 
you'll save time at the gym by 
avoiding it. If not having eggnog 
isn't an option they do sell lite 
eggnog, invest in it so you can 
treat yourself. Alcohol, fruit 
drinks, and soda have more sugar 
and calories than you would 
believe. According to the website 
SugarStacks, Mountain Dew has 
290 calories and 77 grams of 
sugar. The calorie content of this 
soda is strictly from the sugar 
content. Love juice pouches? 
Capri Sun contains 18 grams of 
sugar and packs a mean 70 calo- 
ries. Choosing water, tea, or black 
coffee can save you from con- 
suming liquid calories. What are 
liquid. calories? Liquid calories 
are calories consumed through 
non-solid foods and beverages. 


Gravy and melted butter are con- 
sidered liquid calories because 
they are not in a solid form. So 
when you are eyeing the gravy at 
dinner remember moderation and 
those liquid calories. Water can 
be spiced up with a slice of 
lemon, lime, or even orange. Iced 
green tea has great taste and gives 
you a load of antioxidants and is 
calorie free. 

When facing that table full of 
food, load up on healthy options 
first. Take a large portion of veg- 
etables -- even two large portions. 
Vegetables are full of water and 
fiber and will help fill you up 
faster. Limit carb and starch con- 
sumption like mashed potatoes, 
bread, and rice. Protein is a must 
when filling your plate but over- 
doing it with the turkey and ham 
can be just as easy as consuming 
too many carbs. As listed online 
at the website FitSugar, white 


Four more 


What is to be expect- 
ed with Obama’s 
next term? 


By ZACHARY CHECHOWITZ 
CORRESPONDENT 


In the two weeks since the 
election, the country has expe- 
rienced a tumult politically. 
There has been talk of succes- 
sion from twenty states, the 
Senate Intelligence Committee 
is beginning hearings on the 
attack in Benghazi, scandals 
are emerging within the top 
ranks of the military and the 
intelligence community, and 
there is rising concern that war 
will break out between Israel 
and its neighbors. Although we 
have been "navel gazing" with 
the election for the past few 
months, it seems very interest- 
ing that all of these events have 
emerged within the past few 
weeks. 

I trust that many of you 
voted in the election a few 
weeks ago, and I hope that the 
reporting from the Observer for 
the past few months had assist- 
ed you in making an informed 
decision at the polls. In the 
coming issues, I hope to offer 
my personal perspective on 
current events. You may not 
agree with everything that I 


write, but I welcome healthy 
dialogue on these issues. 

The issues that have reared 
their heads in the past few 
weeks, both as a result of the 
election and that were seeming- 
ly latent before the election, 
have all escalated to a level that 
is no less than unreal. As 
Americans are recovering from 
an election that did very little 
to change the balance of power 
between the two parties in 
Washington, questions have 
been raised as to the financial 
future of the nation in the face 
of the fiscal cliff and very little 
hope for effective compromise. 
The Obama Administration 
faces even more problems than 
the fiscal cliff as it has lost or is 
losing key officials for the sec- 
ond term, namely Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, Secretary 
of Defense Leon Penetta, and 
CIA Director David Petraus. 

The Obama Administration 
is also under fire for the scan- 
dals that have emerged follow- 
ing the election, as well as in 
the case of the investigation of 
the Benghazi attack. It is 
becoming disconcerting that 
these issues were not brought 
to light sooner. It seems a bit 
odd that the Administration did 
not know that some of its most 
trusted personnel were under 
investigation for the affairs that 
they were having and have not 
sorted out the details of the 
attack in Benghazi in the two 


November 7, 2012, in Chicago, Illinois. 


Brian Cassella/Chicago Tribune/MCT 
President Barack Obama celebrates his re-election on Wednesd 


months since it occurred. 
Looking abroad, the events 
in the Middle East concerning 
the reality of war between 
Israel and the Arab world bring 
tension to the international 
community. With the results of 
this year's democratic elections 
in Egypt, the balance of power 
that had protected Israel in the 
Middle East in the past could 
be threatened 
by the /™ 
Egyptian presi- 
dent's affilia- 
tion with the 
Muslim 
Brotherhood, a 


group that 
believes that 
the nation of 
Israel must 


cease to exist. 
Even Sash-a) 
write, Israel is 
moving mili- 
tary units to 
the Gaza Strip 
with the expec- 


tation that it 
will soon 
engage in 


major military 
action against 
the terrorist 
groups, such as 
Hamas and 
Hezbollah, that 
have been fir- 
ing on Israeli 
border towns. 
In the com- 


meat contains about 161 calories 
in a 3.5 ounce serving and packs 
about 30 grams of protein, while 
dark meat contains about 232 
calories and has 27 grams of pro- 
tein. So by choosing the white 
meat you're consuming fewer 
calories and gaining more pro- 
tein. Your plate should look like a 
pie chart: 60 percent of your plate 
contains vegetables, 30 percent 
should be protein, and 10 percent 
should contain carbs. How you 
fill your plate can either benefit 
you or set you back. Portion con- 
trol is key in avoiding the winter 
weight. 

Your speed of eating can 
affect how much food you con- 
sume during your holiday din- 
ners. A quote taken from the 
Harvard Health Publications 
website states, Eating slowly 
gradually reduces the appetite 
from the time you begin to eat. It 


ears? 


ing weeks, as investigations 
continue and events unfold, it 
will be interesting to see the 
political impact of all that is 
happening. I urge you again, to 
stay informed on all of these 
issues, even though the election 
has passed. The easiest way for 
a democracy to crumble is to 
have the citizenry be disen- 
gaged from what is truly going 


ae ho 


Want to 


ise, 


BENEFITS of Fitchburg State’s Graduate 
and Continuing Education Options 


e work full-time while going to school part-time 

¢ move at your own pace (full-time possible) 

¢ combine online or hybrid courses with on-campus 

¢ study completely online (Management, RN-BSN) 

* save money on tuition (no out-of state differential; lower costs) 

¢ use the MasstTransfer application process if you have earned 
an associate’s degree (only applies to students transferring 
from a community college) 

¢ view transferrable courses at 
www.fitchburgstate.edu/transferequivalency 


Attend our Information Session Jan. 8 
(Snow date: January 9) 
fitchburgstate.edu/gce/infosession 


FITCHBURG STATE 
UNIVERSITY 


GRADUATE AND 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 


www..fitchburgstate.edu/gce 


e 


View complete schedule: 
fitchburgstate.edu/gce/reg 


takes the brain about 15-20 min- 
utes to start signaling feelings of 
fullness. If you have no appetite, 
you end up eating less this 
explains that feeling full is just as 
much in your head then the food 
you are consuming. Slowing 
down when eating can reduce 
those numbers on the scale and 
make you feel satisfied. If you are 
still hungry have seconds of veg- 
etables or a small portion of pro- 
tein. Don't starve yourself during 
the holidays; it's all about self- 
control. 

Eating healthy during this 
time of year isn't easy, but mak- 
ing small changes can help you in 
the long run when facing your 
closet and your favorite pair of 
jeans. 

You can find more informa- 
tion at www.sugarstacks.com, 
www. fitsugar.com, and 
www.health.harvard.edu. 


on. Look for the facts, and 
engage in healthy conversation 
with your fellow Americans. 
Technically, the power lies in 
the hands of the people in the 
United States, and through 
meaningful discourse, the 
American people can look to 
solve problems in ways that 
Washington seemingly cannot. 
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arn 
a bachelor’s degree? 


Get started by taking a course at Fitchburg State University 


ALL WINTER COURSES ARE ONLINE! 
Dec. 27, 2012 - Jan. 13, 2013 


Register today — 
—call 978-665-4196 
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Authentic life 


Continued from Page 1 


and what's not. I didn't keep a 
journal: We weren't allowed to 
keep journals when we were with 
the sisters. I did manage to keep a 
few notes. We had a little exami- 
nation of conscience book where 
we would write a few words 
every day just so we wouldn't for- 
get the sins we needed to say 
when we went to confession that 
week. So I had a little record of 
things that way, not a real journal. 

Q: You were allowed to take 
that with you when you left? 

A: I did...The copy I had did 
not go back all the way to the 
beginning, but it had the last five 
or six years. I got some really 
good advice from one of my 
MFA advisers when I first started 
really writing seriously about my 
story. She said just write down 
everything you can before you 
forget it. And so | did that, and 
that was a big help. 

Q: And then you just kind of 
cut back on it from there? 

A: Well some parts I cut back 
and some parts I expanded, but it 
gave me a basis to work from just 
writing everything out. And then 
I could go back, and review it, 
and get some perspective on it. 

Q: In 1978, in San Gregoria, 
Rome, you began the practice 
of what you call disciplining. 


That continued until you made 
the decision to leave the order 
around 1997. How do you feel 
about it now? 

A: Corporal punishment was 
central to life in the Missionaries 
of Charity - this idea that we need 
to make up for our sins, that we 
need to identify with Jesus on the 
cross and his suffering. Looking 
at it now, outside of that perspec- 
tive, it seems rather senseless and 
a bit masochistic. I think Mother 
Theresa kind of carried every- 
thing to an extreme. The poverty 
that we practiced was an extreme 
poverty; the obedience was an 
extreme obedience. Her vision of 
chastity carried everything to the 
extreme. This was included in 
that. It was kind of like hard core 
religious life. 

Q: In the book you say, “I 
was so lonely, the work was so 
hard, and I missed using my 
mind.” Have you found that 
you have felt that way outside 
of the order? How do you get 
direction today as to how to use 
your mind, how to balance 
work with play and how to con- 
nect with people since you have 
left the order? 

A: I think you need a little bit 
of all of that and I'm not sure if 
any of us really ever balance it. I 
think I have periods where I study 


SHOW THE WORLD 


more and I have periods when I 
am interacting more with people. 
It kind of goes back and forth but 
I try to make sure all of those ele- 
ments are important in my life. 
One thing I've discovered that is 
really important that I really had- 
n't practiced much in all of my 
life is the idea of physical activi- 
ty, which has become really 


important for me. I do a lot of 


yoga. When the weather is good I 
do a lot of bike riding, and I think 
that makes everything work bet- 
ter because we are body and mind 
and we need to have both in pret- 
ty good condition to work well. 

Q: In Rome, one of your 
confessors said that a good 
question can be better than a 
good answer. Do you find this to 
be true? Do you find comfort in 
that? 

A: I think some questions 
don't admit to easy answers and 
it's better to live with the ques- 
tions and not demand that every- 
thing have an answer or pretend 
we have an answer when we 
don't. I think that's the biggest 
danger; pretending that we know 
more than we really do. I try to 
make sure not to over speak 
things, not to claim to know more 
than I do. I think that's really 
important. 

Q: You were a novice mis- 
tress and a tertian mistress. As 
a tertian mistress you helped 
the sisters individualize their 


disciplines for getting close to 
God. (One of the sisters) told 
you that you were a natural. Do 
you believe you are a natural at 
individualizing plans for people 
to quench their thirst, so to 
speak? 

A: I don't know, I suppose we 
all have different sorts of gifts 
and one of mine has been helping 
people find their own ways. Just, 
for me, it's really important, this 
balance, especially when you're 
living in a very close community 
that you still retain your individu- 
ality because with the 
Missionaries of Charity I think 
there's such a danger of trying to 
fit everybody into the same mold 
and I always resisted that because 
I could see each individual sister 
had something beautiful to give 
and if we weren't open to that and 
did not try to cultivate that we all 
lost. 

Q: How do you seek out and 
receive that guidance yourself 
today, now that you are out of 
the order and you're not being 
told how to do it? 

A: Well I have friends. I have 
mentors. I'm married - my hus- 
band is really good. We talk about 


everything. I think it's kind of 


impossible to do it by yourself, 
all alone. It's one of the great joys 
in life, to be able to talk to people 
about things that are important, to 
bring forth the best in each other. 

Q: In your epilogue, you say 


you've been avoiding church 
for several years now. You say 
you no longer identify the quiet 
interior space with its inherent 
peace with a supreme being? 
What do you identify it with? 
And would you say that you do 
still have a relationship with 
Jesus as this time? 

A: I think the human brain 
can do all sorts of things. You 
know, reaching that sort of peace. 
I don't think we need to say that's 
touching God. I think that's over- 
reaching. It goes back to that 
whole question of are we saying 
more than we really know? The 
traditional explanation is you can 
find peace only through God, but 
how do we know that? There are 
people out there in the world, 
there are Buddhists who don't 
believe in God, but have been 
masters of this sort of meditation 
techniques for centuries. I think 
we have to be really careful about 
saying more than we really know, 
and that's just kind of where I 
want to leave it. 

At the upcoming March AWP 
conference in Boston, Johnson 
will represent AROHO and be on 
a panel with other representatives 
from The MacDowell Colony, 
Hedgebrook, Grubb Street and 
the Loft. The panel is going to 
address nonprofits that help writ- 
ers. For more info on her upcom- 
ing spring book tour, go to 
www.maryjohnson.co. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 


THE NEW AMERICAN WOMEN’S COLLEGE 


Don't Just Learn It, Live It 


Transfer Info Session Dates 


Sunday, December 2, 2012 


588 Longmeadow Street 

Longmeadow, MA 01106 

413.565.1331 / 800.782.7284 ext. 1331 
Email: transfer@baypath.edu 
www.baypath.edu 


10:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


Bay Path 


ollege 
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Northern Essex 


Community College 


Register for your 
classes before you 
leave for the semester. 
Meet with your i 
assigned advisor 


| I S T HH 5 TI ME T O which can be found 


on self service under 
“Who is my Advisor?” 
Register early to get — 
the classesand _ 
schedule you want — 
_and avoid long lines! 


Save $100 by 
‘registering before — 
January7and 
avoid paying alate 
registration penalt : 


For more information, visit WWwW.necc.mass.edu/next-steps 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Bah Humbug! 


The 13th Annual 
Christmas Carol 


Auditions 


BY ALEXANDER SPINELLI 
Editor of Arts and 
Entertainment 


After 13 years preforming 
he same show, A Christmas 
“arol certainly has standards 
9 uphold. Though this show 
as built a stellar reputation, 
hat doesn’t mean it will sit 
yack and rest on it. 

Auditions began on 
November 7th, and a new 
wave of talent, both young 
ind old, showed up for a 
thance to earn a spot in this 
-enowned show. 

Auditions for A Christmas 
Carol are always open to the 


yublic, to pull in people of 


all ages to fill the roles and 
<eep the story authentic. 

Audiences might have a 
uard time believing a col- 
ege-age student in the role 
of Tiny Tim. 

The auditions began with 
children of different ages, 
coming into the Top Notch 
Theatre and meeting direc- 
ors John and _ Deirdre 
3udzyna and music director 
Alisa Bucchiere. 

Both Deirdre and Alisa 
ire professors here at NECC 
ind all three of them have 
yeen running A Christmas 
Carol for the past nine years. 
The children got to do some 


fun warms up with shouting 
or whispering across the 
auditorium to each other. 
Then they read lines for child 
characters with one another 
or with either John or 
Deirdre, and finished up with 
a little singing. 

Once the kids were done, 
NECC students and adults 
came in as pairs or groups to 
read for certain roles. 

Since this is the show’s 
13th performance, there was 
a blend of people who have 
been in it before and new 
people looking to join the 
tradition. 

As people auditioned with 
John and Dierdre Budzyna, 
others went off into a prac- 
tice room with Bucchiere to 
sing. After all, what’s A 
Christmas Carol without car- 
ols? 

After the auditions were 
done, all three directors went 
into a room with Susan 
Sanders, theatre professor 
here at NECC and set, light, 
and costume designer for the 
show. 

The four deliberated for a 
while, but the next day the 
cast list went up, featuring 
combination of new and old 
cast members. 

Performanes of A 
Christmas Carol are sched- 
uled for December 7th, 8th 
and 9th in the Top Notch 
Theatre. 


This Artist of the Month goes to... 
Brianne Beatrice! 


Dear Observer Staff, 

We are the cast of “Arsenic and Old Lace,” and we would like to nominate our director Brianne 
Beatrice for Artist of the Month. Our journey together over the past couple months has been interesting, edu- 
cational and empowering. We began as a group of miscellaneous students who were quiet, timid and very 
uncertain of the process that stood before us. But Brianne came in and left quite the impression. She was 
loud, vivacious and full of confidence. In the beginning of the process she taught us a new form of acting, 
pushing us to get on our action and treating us as professional actors. Over time, though, she began to teach 
us confidence and pride in everything we do. We've learned so much from her in such a short amount of 
time, but it is amazing how far you can go when someone as amazing as her believes in you when you stop 
believing in yourself. We'll never be able to thank you enough for this experience Brianne, but we hope this 
could be a start. We love you Brianne, you changed our lives and maybe now you'll get it when we say thank 
you. Get it? 
So Observer Staff, please pick Brianne Beatrice as artist of the month, she made a big impact on our lives 
and we can't wait to see what wonderful thing she will do next. 
Yours truly, 
The Cast of Arsenic and Old Lace 


Photos Alexan 


Artist of the Month 


—_ 


oy li 


Beatrice is a professor here at NECC and was the director of “Arsenic and Old Lace”. The cast and crew of 
the show nominated her and this is what they had to say. 


vie Oe" Li Se 
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“If you can dream it you can do it” 


Disney Transfer 
Program. 


By ASHLEE FERRANTE 


Campus Life Editor 
7 
5 


Disney World, known 
s the happiest place on 
act not only to younger 
children but also to us 
young adults. 
_ For those who have 
experienced what Disney 
to offer know how 

agical and enchanting 
wonderland really is. 
_ For those who have yet 
a the magic 
it lies behind Disney 
is your chance! 
Did you know that 
mney offers paid yes 
aid internships during the 
summer to college stu- 
dents? 
_ Disney offers intern- 
ips at their Anaheim, 
Park and Lake Buena 
FL Park. 
If you are interested in 
loing an internship at 
isney, first log onto 
www.disneycollegepro- 
gram.com to see if this is 
something you would be 
interested in. When you 


he 


log onto their website 

you will be given a 

list of requirements 

that you have to meet 
before applying. 
Some of the 
requirements that are 
listed are you must be 
a college student, high 
school students will not be 
accepted. You must be 18 
years of age and posses 
unrestricted work authori- 
zation. 

Disney’s. known for 
their classy look when it 
comes to their employees, 
so if you get an internship 
be ready to change your 
look. Disney avoids the 
“cutting edge” look. They 
have a whole page dedi- 
cated to how you should 
look when representing 
Disney. It is actually quite 
funny how serious they 
are about this. 

Then again it would be 
strange seeing Cinderella 
with piercings and tattoos. 

Billy Demerski, a first 
year student here at 
Northern Essex studying 
Sports Science said “I 
have been to Disney 
before, I did not know 
they had internships there. 
A job a Disney can’t be a 
bad thing.” 


How awesome would 
it be to say you got the 


chance to work a Disney? 
For the students who 


(MCT)JOE BURBANK 
(May 15) An aerial view of Disney World's Magic Kingdom and 
Cinderella's Castle in Orlando, Florida. 


have been to Disney and 
for those who have yet to 


One Breath, One Thought: Professor Beatrice 


Get to know 


Professor Beatrice 


By SEAN Morrison 
Corrispondent 


The Hartleb Technology 
Centerks second floor hallway is 
buzzing with conversation 
amongst classmates. Public 

aking class starts here, prior to 

le professorks arrival, between 

the many students who arrive 

early, eager for another class to 
in. 

Professor Brianne Beatrice 
enters the classroom with great 
poise and confidence. Eye con- 
tact, diction, articulation, projec- 
tion and vocal variety are just a 
few of the many techniques being 
discussed and practiced by her 
pupils, over stimulating topics 
Such as music, poetry and poli- 
tics. Honing in on crucial com- 


munication skills such as these 
allows for character growth and 
confidence to flourish. 

Professor Beatrice received 
her bachelor of fine arts in acting 
from Salem State University. She 
then she went on to receive her 
master of fine arts in acting from 
Pennsylvania State University. 
She went on to teach the funda- 
mentals of acting for two years 
while in grad school. She said 
that this is where she found her 
inspiration to teach. 

I have been teaching for about 
eight years. I began at Northern 
Essex Community College three 
years ago. I teach public speak- 
ing, interpersonal communica- 
tion, and a variety of acting class- 
es. It changes each semester,i said 
professor Beatrice. 

Professor Beatrice is an 
instrumental driving force on 
campus in the theater department. 
Her recent role as director of the 


We want to hear from you. 


classic Joseph Kesselring play, 
Arsenic and Old Lace, demon- 
strated her ability to apply her 
skill set in a multi-dimensional 
manner, reinforcing her diversity 
as a member of the faculty. Her 
part in this play highlights her 
deep-rooted passion for the arts. 

I started acting at the age of 
five. I have been directing about 
eight years,i said professor 
Beatrice. 

Professor Beatrice acknowl- 
edges that acting, directing and 
teaching are all relative when it 
comes down to her teaching 
methods. 

Acting, directing and teaching 
my Meisner style method is all 
interconnected and each help to 
enhance my knowledge to both 
teach and execute the work. It is a 
growing process,i said, professor 
Beatrice. 

The Meisner technique was 
developed by Sanford Meisner. 


ers or opinion columns 
exyNECC Observer: 


=r@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


This technique is all about work- 
ing with exercises of progressive 
complexity, to develop and fine- 
tune improvisational skills, as 
well as the ability to access oneks 
emotional life. This emphasis on 
moment to moment spontaneous 
action, allows students to own 
their text and behavior, promot- 
ing purpose driven communica- 
tion between students, as well as 
a confidence and comfort when 
preparing material for class. 

Professor Beatrice goes to 
great lengths to provide a stimu- 
lating curriculum to her students 
in both the classroom and the the- 
ater here at Northern Essex 
Community College. 

For more information on how 
to attend courses instructed by 
Professor Beatrice, speak with 
your advisor the next time you 
are at the Behrakis One-Stop 
Student Services Center on cam- 


pus. 
& 


What's happening 
on campus 


Nov 21 - Dec 12 


November 21-24 


Thanksgiving Break - 
No evening classes Nov. 21. 
No classes Nov. 22-24 


November 26- Dec 12 


Holiday toy drive for Horizons 
for the Homeless children will 
be provided by the 
Community Outreach Group. 


November 30 


Brown Bag Lunch NECC — 
Lawrence Campus 

Dimitry Building, Room 244, 
noon to 1:00 pm. Meet NECC 
administrators to enjoy an 
open discussion about the col- 
lege. 


December 3 


Brown Bag Lunch NECC — 
Haverill Campus 

TC Building, Room 103, noon 
to 1:00 pm. Meet NECC 
administrators to enjoy an 
open discussion about the col- 
lege. 


December 5 


Seasonal Celebration: 

A seasonal celebration will 
be held from 11:00 am to 
1:00pm. The location is to be 
determined. 


Community Outreach Group 
bake sale fundraiser for the 
Lazarus House and Emmaus 
House at the C building lobby. 


De b. 


A Christmas Carol will be 
staged in the Chester W. 
Hawrylciw Theather on the 
third floor of the Spurk build- 
ing (C Building) on the 
Haverill campus: 


Friday, December, 7th at 
7:00pm 


Saturday, December, 8th at 
3:00pm and 7:00pm 


Sunday, December, 9th at 
3:00pm 
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News 


Obama, education, and us 


How the 
president’s goals 
affect community 
college students 


By Milka Martinez 
News Editor 


President Obama has been 
re-elected, and he has re- 
established his promises 
about education and commu- 
nity colleges, such as to 
reward responsible students, 
to keep good teachers in the 
classrooms, and to use local 
solutions to improve schools. 
According to the president's 
official web page, in Obama's 


previous term he 
“Successfully fought to pre- 
vent federal student loan 


interest rates from doubling 
for more than 7 million stu- 
dents, and capped federal stu- 
dent loan repayments at 10% 
of income.” This initiative 
would give students the 
opportunity to choose what 
path to take based on career 
goals, rather than how high or 
low tuition is. 

Obama has frequently 
encouraged people to better 
themselves by pursuing an 
education, and he once said 
that a good teacher can 
change a student's life. That is 
why his office has supported 
the jobs of countless educa- 
tors around the nation, and “Is 
calling for incentives to keep 
the best ones in the class- 
room.” With his Race to the 
Top initiative, which already 
has been implemented in 46 
states, requires schools to 
evaluate teachers' effective- 
ness based on students’ test 


scores. 

According to the 
Huffington Post, Diane 
Ravitch, a New York 


University historian and one 
of Obama's most sharp critics 
on education, said, “My worst 
fear is it'll continue to be the 
same, his education policy is 
indistinguishable from Mitt 
Romney's, aside from vouch- 
ers. It's based on test test test 
test.” 

Ravitch was in part refer- 
ring to Race to the Top's 
method of using students’ test 
scores to evaluate the per- 
formance of the teachers. 

“President Obama _ is 
investing in community col- 
leges to provide education 
and career-training programs, 
ensuring that everyone who 
works hard can get ahead,” 
says the president's official 
website. 

According to 
whitehouse.gov, on a visit to 
a community college, Obama 
said, “I have to tell you, when 
I meet these folks, these folks 
inspire me, because a lot of 
them have gone through tough 
times... And the resilience 
they show and the determina- 
tion they show, that's what 


America's about. That's our 
defining spirit. We don't 
quit.” 

Obama later added, 


“Investing in a community 
college, just like investing in 
a new road or a new highway 
or broadband lines that go 
into rural communities, these 
investments are not part of 
some grand scheme to redis- 
tribute wealth. They've been 
made by Democrats and 
Republicans for generations 
because they benefit all of us. 
That's what leads to strong, 


durable economic growth.” 
He called America an eco- 
nomic superpower, and 
according to whitehouse.gov 
said, “That's why we've got 
the best universities and col- 
leges in the world. 
That's why we have 
cutting-edge research 
that takes place here, 
and that then gets 
translated into new 
jobs and new busi- 
nesses, because 
somebody did _ the 
groundwork.” 
Ensuring veterans 
an education is also 
part of his plan. 
From his web page, 
“President Obama 


Campus Security Logs 


By Milka Martinez 
News Editor 


Lawrence Campus 


*Nov. 5 Female student felt dizzy 
was 
Student signed a paper declining 


and an ambulance 


health treatment. 


Lawrence Campus Extension 


called. 


*No incidents reported. 


Riverwalk campus 


*No incidents reported. 


Haverhill Campus 


*Nov. 13 Female student harassed by male student. 


*Nov. 15 Female student bullied by a group of students at the 
Student Center. No police report filed. Public Safety office is doing 
futher investigation of the incident. 


Bad weather? Is the school closed? Call the school’s 


hotline, and they will let you know. (978)556-3002 


is committed to ensuring that 
veterans and service members 
can get a college education 
and find work when they 
return from service, that's 
why he implemented and 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns to the 
NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


A word from The Director of Public 
Safety & Transportation 


Gene Hatem, Director of 
Public Safety and 
Transportation says, “Things 
on campus have been very 
quiet. 

“Something new we have 
are the speed bumps. They 
have been helping traffic and 
their purpose is to slow 
motor vehicles. If anyone has 
a sport car just be aware that 
speed bumps can cause dam- 
age to the motor vehicle if 
you go over the speed bumps 
too fast. Speed bumps serve a 
good purpose and is to keep 
people safe. 

“Also, for the holidays, 
don't leave laptops, GPS, any 
valuable items in your car. 

“Be aware of your sur- 
roundings. If you are at the 
mall or shopping anywhere 
else, don't leave your purse 
on a chair or any other place; 
always keep an eye on your 
personal items. Before you 
walk out the door take a 
quick second to make sure 
you have all your belongings. 

“But like I said before, 


MCT Campus Photo 


expanded the post-9/11 G.I. 
Bill.” This implementation 
has helped over 800,000 vet- 
erans, service members, and 
their families pursue a higher 
and better education. 


- 


oe 


| 
there is not much going of 
around campus. We response 
to a number of things; people 
lose items, doors not workin 
properly, cars breaking dow 
medical problems, we keep 
busy but not necessarily if 
crime. 


Public Safety Offices 
Haverhill campus: 1 


100 Elliot St Room C112B : 
978-556-3689 


Lawrence campus: 
45 Franklin St Main lobby 
978-738-7499 


Lawrence Extension 

campus | 
78 Amesbury St Main lobby 
978-738-7699 


NECC Riverwalk: 
360 Merrimack St: Building | 
9, Entry K, 3rd floor 
978-659-1200 
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The good Samaritans of NECC 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Features Editor 


Like Abel Magwitch, the con- 
vict in Charles Dickens' Great 
Expectations (who devotes him- 
to making a fortune that, as 
te novel progresses, funds Pip's 
ucation and luxurious lifestyle 
London), the Women of 
lorthern Essex Community 
College play a similar role in 
raising money for scholarships 
for students at NECC. The only 
difference being that while Pip 
had no way of knowing who his 
secret benefactor was, the students 
of NECC do -- even if they are 
not aware of it yet. 
Last Wednesday, Nov, 14, the 
Women of NECC held its 16th 
annual membership tea in the 
Hartleb Technology Center from 
can to 3 p.m. at the Haverhill 
pus. With the event open to 
le public, tickets were sold at 
$45 per person, with seating lim- 
ited and reserved on a first come 
first serve basis. The annual 
membership tea was ample not 
only in attendance but also in 
funds provided, raising over 
$16,000 this year in scholarships, 
totaling an astonishing $200,000 
in its 16 years at NECC. 
' “Every year, we host the 
fundraiser to help raise money for 
scholarships. And that's what we 
did today. We raised a lot of 
money,” said Gerri Murphy, 


President of the Women of 
NECC. 

While the first half of the 
event was spent largely with 
members and visitors engaging in 
conversation with one another 
over tea, sandwiches, a fruit cas- 
cade, and a variety of desserts, the 
other half began in anticipation as 
everyone's attention drew to the 
front of the room as the clock 
neared to 2 p.m. 

Dressed down to accommodate 
for space and time, the fashion 
show did without the usual light- 
ing and other equipment com- 
monly used for runways. Fashion 
designer Denise Hajjar featured 
her fall collection for 2012, and 
went on to showcase an appealing 
display of clothing. Models wore 
a wide range of Haijjar's acces- 
sories that include: colorful, furry 
head wraps made of fox; state- 
ment necklace pieces containing 
heavy jewelry;purses, dresses and 
shoes. Over 40 of Haijjar's outfits 
were exhibited, all of which were 
available for purchase after the 
show in the backroom. Shortly 
after the runway show was over, 
Hajjar was presented with a gift 
on behalf of the Women of 
NECC. 

“They came to me, because 
they wanted someone who they 
knew could design a kind of cloth- 
ing and style for their kind of 
audience,” said Hajjar after the 
show. 

Hajjar, who has lived in 


Boston her entire life, discovered 
her love for design and fashion 
early on. She owes it mainly to 
her grandmother, who was a 
designer in Damascus, Syria, and 
her grandfather who was a pattern- 
maker and dress factory owner 
from Beirut, Lebanon. 

“My grandmother would make 
me cut the fabric off of my Barbie 
Dolls when I was little. She did it 
to teach me more about getting 
the right cut, the right size for a 
person,” said Hajjar. 

Soon after graduating from 
The School of Fashion Design, 
Hajjar made a pivotal choice and 
decided to stay in Boston to pur- 
sue business in the fashion world. 
Thirty years later, she's known as 
a top designer, having had her 
clothing line sold in department 
stores and to clients worldwide. 
Hajjar has also designed costumes 
for theatre, commercials and 
films, including television shows 
such as Desperate Housewives 
and the Wheel of Fortune. 
Because of her unique design 
methods and _ passion, — the 
Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel 
asked Hajjar, in March of 2006, 
to be their Designer-in-Residence. 
Since becoming the Designer-in- 
Residence at Copley Plaza, the 
designer's retail boutique has pre- 
sented Hajjar with endless oppor- 
tunities for displaying her ready- 
to-wear line and other collections. 
Her designs have been featured in 
magazines and newspapers, and 


have even been worn by celebri- 
ties and famous politicians at the 
Tonys, Emmys and Oscars. 
Hajjar is the recipient of 
numerous awards, including: the 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 
Fashion, Vision Leader Award, 
Exceptional Women Award, The 
Distinguished Alumni Award, and 
Rising Star of the Year Award. 
Her philosophy for fashion 
and life is based not only on 
adorning the beauty that is seen 
on the outside, but also the beau- 
ty that lies beneath. Hajjar is a 
proud member of various organi- 
zations that raise funds for impor- 
tant causes, such as American 
Heart Association's Go Red for 
Women, The ALS Association - 
"Eleanor's Affair", and "Dress for 
Success". She is the founder of 
Big Dreams Start Small, an event 
that helps fund research and devel- 


oping cures for St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital, 
which Hajjar has been devotedly 
supporting for 20 years now. 
Over $2 million have been given 
to St. Jude's in only a decade 
since the event was first brought 
together, earning her and the rest 
of the her committee the St. Jude 
Volunteer Group of the Year 
Award. 

“Giving back should be the 
tule, not the exception,” said 
Hajjar. 

From Bostonian to interna- 
tionally acclaimed, Hajjar has 
come a long way, with high 
hopes of increasing her audience 
size and reaching out to more 
women. With an eye for detail and 
a desire to find the right cut for 
any woman, Hajjar's classic but 
modern design shows good 
promise for years to come. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


“STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER 


Connecting You with 


the Resources and Services 
You Need to Succeed 


Drop by the 


Student Success Center 
(SSC) and learn about 


resources, services, and 


programs that can help 
you succeed both in and 


out of the classroom. 
ee ee 


The SSC can help you with: 


Life Planning 

Career Exploration 
Academic Resources 
Classroom Behaviorand Expectations 
Financial Literacy and Planning 
Student Clubsand Involvement 


Lawrence Campus in 


Room L109 


Monday — Friday 
8:30 a.m.—5 p.m. 


978-738 7480 
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Sports 


Knights suffer defeat 


Women s basketball 
drops season opener, 
75-23 


By Matt GINGRAS 
Sports Editor 


The Northern Essex Knights 
women's basketball team opened 
their season on Thursday, losing 
to the Massasoit Community 
College Warriors, 75-23. 

Despite the score, the game 
has potential to be a good learn- 
ing experience for the team. 
“It was our first game, but 
we need to work together 
better. I think it was the slap 
in the face that we needed.” 

Jasmine Serrano led the 
Knights in scoring, having 
12 points in her first colle- 
giate game. “After the first 
shot, I felt a lot more confi- 
dent in shooting.” Serrano 
said. She talked about the later 
moments of the game, as well. 
“We ran more plays toward the 
end. We were more like a team 
than in the beginning.” 

Sophomore Aja Metcalf, who 


fouled out of the game late in the 
second half, understood that 
changes aren't going to happen 
overnight. “It's going to be an 
ongoing process,” Metcalf said. 
“Not a lot of girls have played 
competitively before, but we put 
up some points.” Metcalf finished 
with 6 points. 

Maeve Hurley, also a sopho- 
more, shared similar thoughts. “It 
was our first game together. We 
were more comfortable with each 
other in the second half,” Hurley 
said. “We need to work together 
better, but we got our first game 
jitters out of the way.” 


We were more comfortable with 
each other in the second half. 


— Aja Metcalf 


The Knights were held to just 
9 points in the second half. They 
went into half time down 44-14, 
but played better defense toward 
the end of the game. 

Jessica Goulet, who missed 


Knight Spotligh 


ee 


the first half of the game, was 
instantly a presence in the post 
for the Knights when she entered. 
Goulet demanded double-cover- 
age near the basket, and had two 
blocks defensively. She finished 
with two points on the night. 

The Knights were without 
Vanessa Ferretto, due to injury. 
Ferretto was the team’s leading 
rebounder last season, finsihing with 
11.4 boards-per-game. She finished 
13th in the country in rebounding. 

Massasoit's Makayla 
Williams had a game-high 26 


points, followed by Cynara 
Rustin's 22 points. Marina 
Palladino added photo by Matt Gingras 


Maeve Hurley, pictured, brings the ball upcourt. 


Upcoming Games 
Women’s Basketball 


another 17 points 
for the Warriors. 
The women's 
team will travel to 
Quinsigamond 


Community 

College with the)November 27 @ Quinsigamond 7:00 

mens’ , want 20 Decembery! @ Manchester C.C. 1:00 

November Zhe : 

where they will December 6 @ Roxbury 6:00 
play in their third contest of the December 11 @ STCC 6:00 


season. They return home Jan. 5} January 5 UConnAvery Point 1:00 
against UConn Avery Point. January 10 @ Gateway 5:00 
Students are both invited and January 12 Manchester C.C. 1:00 


encouraged to come support the 


fare Bold Indicates Home Game 


WHY TRANSFER TO. 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 2% hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is 

a student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 


Our majors include nationally 


ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, engineering, 
health sciences, nursing and 


communications. And we’re 


Kyle Davis 
Men’s Basketball 

Davis had a big week for the men’s basketball team. In three 
games played, Davis had two double-doubles. The first came at 
home against Massasoit Community College, where he scored 21 
points and grabbed 11 rebounds. The other game on the road when 
the team traveled to Central Maine Community College. There, 
Davis scored 13 points and pulled down 10 rebounds, also blocking 
three shots. 

Davis spoke very highly of the crowd during the team’s home 
win. “We feed off of the crowd. When they’re loud, it’s huge for us. 
It payed a big part of our win,” said Davis. “It was like having a 
sixth man.” 


“Knight Spotlight” is a feature highlighting someone involved 
with Northern Essex Community College athletics, whether it be a 
coach or player. This issue has Kyle Davis as it’s spotlight. Who 
will it be next week? 


committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www. quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 


275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 * Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 
‘Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


TRANSFER 
INFO SESSION 


Tuesday, Nov. 20, 2012 
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Get the Credit You Deserve 


With scholarships of up to $17,000 a year and the ability to transfer up to 90 credits, Southern New 
Hampshire University (SNHU) offers tremendous opportunities to community college students. 


SNHU is a premier, private New England university that rewards you for your success and doesn’t 
make you jump through hoops to take the next step in your academic journey. Our beautiful 300-acre 
campus is bustling with activity and our broad offering of degree programs will prepare you for a 
great career when you graduate. 


Call us to learn more and plan a visit to the university named the 12th most innovative organization 
in the world by Fast Company. 


PSTOMPANY 
THE WORLD'S MOST AAS 


COMPANIES 


Office of Transfer Admission 
9500 North River Road | Manchester, NH 03106-1045 | 603.645.9687 | www.snhu.edu/observer 
Facebook: /SNHUOnCampus | Twitter: @SNHUOnCampus 
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Spotlight 


The Giving Season 


Graphic by Michele Simon 


The holiday season is upon us, and people all across the United States will be celebrating, giv- 
ing gifts and spending time with family. The arrival of the holiday season also brings out the aware- 
ness of giving to those in need. 

Hundreds of thousands of Americans are homeless and countless others are at an income level 
near or below poverty line. Temperatures are dropping and that not only makes it difficult for the 
homeless but also for those who can't afford to heat their homes. 

“T find that at this time of year, because it is the season of giving, people tend to be more gener- 
ous,” said Meredith Gunning, professor and faculty advisor of the Community Outreach Group at 
Northern Essex. “Hopefully people realize as we approach the holidays that there are people who 
have nothing or near next to nothing, and wouldn't it be good to share something during 
Thanksgiving or the upcoming holidays? I also think in the lead up to winter, conditions are more 
brutal and that sometimes brings out the best in people too, because they realize some people don't 
have shelter or they have to choose between food or meds. It’s a tough time.” 

Students, faculty and staff are volunteering their help and holding fundraisers to help those in 
need through clubs such as Community Outreach Group (COG), Amnesty International, Students 
for a democratic Society, or other community service projects. Anyone can help by donating, and 
the clubs often have open enrollment for those who would like to do more. Amnesty International, 
the NECC chapter of the global Amnesty International organization, vies to raise awareness for 
grave injustices against human rights. They are currently trying to raise awareness about textbook 
access for low income students, some of whom are forced to drop classes because they can’t afford 
the materials. Maureen Saliba, assistant athletics director at NECC, organizes a group of volunteers 
for a monthly community service project at Cor Unum Meal Center in Lawrence. COG and sever- 
al other groups are having fund, food and clothing drives around campus, and COG is holding a toy 
drive for Horizon's for Homeless Children. 

“Knowing that you've helped someone during the holidays matters. It can enhance your enjoy- 
ment of the holidays,” said Gunning. 


By Michele Simon 
Pho 


tojournalist 


Much attention is 
given to the need to help 
the homeless and chil- 
dren during the holi- 


Homeless vets in the U.S. 


The number of homeless vets is slowly shrinking and 


the VA hopes to end veteran homelessness by 2015. days. But there are 
many homeless veter- 
ans too. 


How many are there? 
Number of homeless 
vets on any given 
night, by year 


Where vets lived before getting help 


Earlier living situation for vets before 
they were placed in shelters or 
transitional housing, 2009-10 


Total 141,975 


Organizations such 
as Help Our Wounded 
and Veterans Helping 
Veterans run holiday 
programs to help lonely 


Place not meant for ; 
veterans during the hol- 


75,609 76,329 67.495 [—human to live 


P Emergency iday season with dona- 
shelter wy | 19% tions, including toys for 
23% their children or other 
_ Family, needs. 
at friends The American Red 
Other living 18% Cross runs “Mail for 
arrangement ; Heroes” for veterans 
23% Medical, and active duty service 
09 10 1 Supportive treatment members. 

- 13 percent of all housing facility Local VAs and VA 
homeless adults are 4% 14% hospitals may also have 

yoterane holiday programs. 


NOTE: Figures do not total 100 


nt nen en oe 


MCTcampus 


photo by Michele Simon 
Community Outreach Group members raising funds for the 
Lazarus House and Emmaus House. The group has several projects 
in progress including a holiday food drive and a toy collection for 
Horizon for Homeless Children. Any NECC student is welcome to 
join the club. 


Andrew Cantwell, a Bradford NECC student, serving meals Nov. 
16 at the Cor Unum Meal Center, a not-for-profit organization in 
South Lawrence, MA that provides free, nutritious meals in a safe 
environment to anyone who is in need. Cantwell was part of a 
monthly volunteer project organized by Maureen Saliba. 


<a a4 a * 
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"photo by Michele Simon 
Amnesty International campaigns to end grave abuses of human 
rights. They recently held a bake sale to raise awareness for 
Students Against Sweatshops. Pictured; Nairoby Sanchez, presi- 
dent, Profesor Andrew Morse, faculty advisor, and members Bryan 
Waters, and Lashante Lemicus. 


Coming Event Spotlight 


photo by Michele Simon 
Seasonal and Holiday children’s celebrations are scheduled for 
Dec. 5 and Dec. 12. Pictured are some attendees of last year’s party 


